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CHANGE OF DATE: 


The club picnic will NOT be on September 22, but on the 29th instead. It will be held at the cabin of Craig and Karen Schneeberger. Directions are included with this newsletter. Those attending are asked to give Craig a call to let him how many will be attending. His number is: 678-642-6977.





BENEFIT KNIFE:  The 2007 Benefit Knife is a replica of an antique Bowie made by FRKC member David Prowell. The knife is 13 inches long and is made from high carbon Damascus steel supplied by Alabama Damascus Steel. The knife sports a forged Damascus guard, a curly maple handle capped by Damascus ferrules, and a Damascus pommel. The sheath is a reversible-frog type made by Sandy Morrissey of Blairsville, Georgia. The sheath is made of natural cowhide leather with a tooled stingray inlay on the front.





SEPTEMBER PROGRAM: This month Jack Jackson will be sharing what he learned at the Basic Knife Making course that he recently took under a FRKC scholarship.








August Presentation: Billy Bob Sowell showed the club members how he makes a mortised handle for a hidden (or partial) tang blade.   He starts with 2 slabs of wood or stag that will be the opposing sides of his handle.  Then he lays the tang of his knife on the flat side of his handle slabs and draws the outline of the tang in the center of each slab.  Using a box jig that he designed, he mounts the slab on the inside upper surface of the box so that the outline shows through a slot cut in the top of the box.  Using his vertical mill (or a Dremel tool with a depth stop), he mortises (cuts) out the interior of the outline to a depth just over half the thickness of the blade.  Then he glues the two slabs together while aligning the two mortised slots with the blade tang.  This gives him a one-piece slotted handle ready to mount on the blade.





Billy Bob commonly puts a stainless steel spacer behind the guard before he fits the mortised handle onto the tang.  The spacer provides him with a surface to engrave if he wants to add some embellishment to the knife.  Once the mortised handle is adjusted to fit up to the spacer or guard, he glues it in place with Acraglas adhesive available from Brownell's.





Lastly, Billy Bob drills two holes through the handle and tang for two 1/16 to 1/8 pins.  He softens the pins by heating them with a torch and then quenching in water.   Once they are softened (annealed), they can be driven through the holes and flared on either side of the handle using a small hammer.  The final step is to sand and polish the handle to the desired finish.  Masking tape can be placed over the pins to isolate the pins from the handle material.
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